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REFLECTIONS FROM OUR FRATERNITY MINISTER 

 

I sit here at 5:30 on a Friday morning thinking about life and the day ahead and 

my mind wandered into where do I “find meaning” in my state of grief. It has 

been 14 months since Maggie went on to be with Jesus and I have somehow 

continued forward. It is hard to understand all the blessings that God has 

bestowed on me over this time. So, why me? What further mission does God have 

for me? 

I have been studying The Early Documents of St. Francis and came across the 

Prayer Before a Crucifix. It is simple but has a lot of meaning so I am sharing it 

with you.  

    Most High, 

                      Glorious God, 

  enlighten the darkness of my heart         

            and give me 

    true faith, 

           certain hope, 

   sense and knowledge, 

       Lord, 

    That I may carry out 

    Your holy and true command. 

 

 

 



This has now become my mantra, my path forward. Doesn’t matter where we are 

In life, or what we have been given for without our Glorious God we cannot move 

forward. Only He can make sense of who we are and help us as we live His 

command for us. 

 

People who have not experienced grief tell you that you must suck it up and move 

on. Well, that is not quite right. After a great loss you can never move on for your 

grief will always be there. One can only move forward with your loved one always 

in your heart. 

 

Thanks for listening. May God give you the grace to hear His Word, the wisdom to 

discern it, and the courage to follow it. 

 

Pace e bene! 

 

Deacon John 

 

 

REFLECTIONS FROM OUR SPIRITUAL ASSISTANT 

 

During September with the beginning of autumn, I am reminded of the many   

times that I was able to be on pilgrimage with groups to Mount LaVerna this time 

of year. The wooded mountain side lifts one’s spirit in praise of the beauty of 

creation. When Saint Francis was there for a 40-day Lent time of prayer in 1223, 

we know that he was profoundly moved with devotion and love for Jesus 

Crucified. On September 14 the Church celebrates the Feast of the Exaltation of 

the Cross. The prayer that he prayed can be found in his Testament: “We adore 

You, Lord Jesus Christ, in all Your churches throughout the whole world and we 

bless You because by Your holy cross, You have redeemed the world.” This prayer 

prayed with heartfelt love for Jesus prepared Francis for the ecstatic moment 

when his body became like Jesus’ body with the nails of crucifixion becoming part 

of Francis’ own flesh along with an open wound on his side like the one that 

occurred when Jesus was pierced with a lance. 

  



Our meditation and prayer life deepens our love for Jesus so that we too become 

transformed to bear the marks of Jesus. What are these marks in our life? Doing 

corporal works of mercy manifests that we are filled with Jesus’ love as we give 

food to the hungry, drink to the thirsty, shelter to the homeless, etc. As we go 

about our daily activities let us keep in mind that we are bringing Jesus’ love to 

each encounter that we have. 

       Sister Ramona Miller, OSF 
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REFLECTIONS FROM OUR FORMATION MINISTER   

 

“I have been crucified with Christ and it is no longer I who live but Christ who lives 

in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 

loved me and gave himself up for me.”   Galatians 2 

 

I have been reflecting on the crucifixion of Jesus and the power of the cross as 

we have celebrated the Exaltation of the Holy Cross and also the Stigmata of our 

Father Francis. What does it mean to be “crucified with Christ?” St. Paul,  

St. Francis, and St. Padre Pio were all given the blessing of being physically 

crucified with Christ while still on earth. They longed to participate in Jesus’ 

passion and so they were allowed to be living witnesses to the passion. How can 

we be living witnesses of the passion of Jesus even though we don’t physically 

bear Jesus’ wounds? To actually “die to self” seems overwhelming. I guess that 

means that I can’t be selfish about..well..anything. My ego has to be shown the 

door out. It’s such a counter-cultural way of looking at things and seems a bit like 

swimming upstream in the Mississippi River. I remember my Mom’s cousin talking 

about her son: “He’s doing very well.” By that she meant that he was making a lot 

of money. We are always giving awards for being best at something: best athlete, 

scholar, writer or musician. I am thinking that to be “crucified with Christ” means I 

am the best at being lowly, humble, selfless, and willing to suffer unjustly. What 

do you think? 

 

 



SEPTEMBER_BIRTHDAYS 

Larry Price – September 25 

 

PROFESSION ANNIVERSARIES 

There are no anniversaries of profession to be celebrated this month. 

 

 

    CALENDAR 

September 21 – 5:30 PM until ? Potluck Dinner at the home of Deacon John. 

September 24 – Queen of Peace Regional Meeting in Bloomington, MN 8:30 AM – 

4 PM 

October 8 – Fraternity Meeting at Church of St. John the Evangelist 10 AM – 12  

noon. 

 

SAINT OF THE MONTH: Pope Saint Pius X 

 

Born: June 2, 1835 with the name: Joseph Sarto in Riese Pio, Italy 

Elected to Papacy: 1903 

Died: August 20, 1914 in Papal Palace in Rome, Italy 

Canonized: 1954 

Feast Day: September 3 

Interesting facts about his life: 

*Leader of the altar servers during his school years 

*Received Holy Orders at age of 24 

*Known to be found kneeling before the Tabernacle at 4:00 AM while he was a 

chaplain in Tombolo 

*Joined the Third Order of St. Francis and established 2 fraternities of Tertiaries 

while working as a pastor in Salzano 

*Cardinal of Venice for 9 years and had a special love for the poor 

*During his papacy he promoted daily reception of Holy Communion and lowered 

the age when children could receive their First Communion. He developed a plan 

for increased sanctification of the clergy. 

 

Quote of Pope St. Pius X: “I was born poor, I lived poor and I will die poor.” 



 

 

  

 

 

 


